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Ludwig I, however, was most indiscreet. He did not hesitate to
show to all kinds of people his love poems to Lola Montez. The
result was that they were seized upon and printed and distributed
throughout the country. Numerous copies were showered upon
Tann, including those verses which the King had himself sent him
in his letter of 2nd December, 1846. 'I cannot suppress my con-
viction/ declared loyal Tann with justice,1 'that such matters
belong to the sacred realms of love and not to a public which passes
judgment upon the poems so unworthily/ The more the matter
became known, the greater the number of efforts made to bring
the King back to a more sensible line of conduct. But from
whatever side these attempts came, all were doomed to
failure.

There were many who tried different methods, as for example
Moritz von Schwind, who attempted in a very transparent satirical
fable to tell of a little mouse which was spared by a cat and taken
into the latter's service.

(Once upon a time there was a beautiful black cat whose name was Mausbeisia,
and one evening it caught a little mouse.)

But the mouse was really a devil incarnate. One day 'the little
mouse threw off its mask, grinned as it flourished a whip over the
cat and drew it into a net from which there was no escape'. Under-
neath a shadow picture, representing the devil at the end dragging
the cat to misfortune, the moral was written: 'Take no devil into
your house, however small, for he will master you in the end and
bring you to ruin.2

1  Tann to Ludwig I, Tann, 5th February, 1847.  Munich H.A.

2  Fliegende Blatter, No. 73 of the year 1847.